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General aviation trade groups are urging the FAA’s technical stan-
dards offi ce to prioritize ensuring that affordable ADS-B equipment is 
certifi ed to comply with the 2020 equipage requirement. One of those 
groups, the National Air Transportation Association (NATA), has sent a 
letter to the FAA saying affordable equipment is important to aviation 
businesses, whether they rely on the use of general aviation aircraft 
or provide services to the community in areas where ADS-B transpon-
ders will be required. The use of ADS-B transponders aboard aircraft 
is one of the critical elements in the nation’s transition from ground-
based to satellite-based air traffi c control, it noted. In the letter, NATA 
commended the FAA for its work in deploying the new satellite-based 
system that will deliver safety benefi ts through its ability to provide a 
vastly improved array of vital information directly to cockpits, it said. 
The FAA’s Equip 2020 initiative recognizes the challenges and “we ap-
preciate their thoughtful approach to addressing the issue,” the letter 
said. But with the deadline approaching to equip aircraft, “we want to 
ensure the agency’s technical standards offi ce makes addressing this 
challenge its top priority.”

NIAR Adds Lightning 
Test Labs 

RESEARCH/DEVELOPMENT

Inside the National Institute for 
Aviation Research in Wichita, engi-
neers joke they “blow holes in stuff” 
as they test the indirect and direct 
effects of a lightning strike on an 
aircraft. 

But they do much more.
NIAR aims to provide services 

that go beyond the lightning gen-
erators they designed and built. 

“We’re looking at how can I re-
ally be of greater service than just 
a place to go get your panel struck 
by lightning,” said Paul Jonas, di-
rector of NIAR’s environmental test 
laboratory and special programs. 
“Not only can we do the panels, but 
we can help you with your design, 
and we can help you with your test 
plans, and we can be there with you 
with guidance and counsel – some-

thing you don’t get at a regular test 
house.” 

NIAR, operated by Wichita State 
University, has added several light-
ning experts to its staff, including 
experts who chair and serve on the 
committees that craft the national 
standards for lightning certifi cation 
of aircraft. It also employs WSU en-
gineering students. 

In the past, most of the lightning 
effects testing has been done for 
metal aircraft. Less has been con-
ducted on aircraft made from com-
posite materials. 

But as manufacturers increase 
their use of carbon fi ber, demand 
for research and testing will rise as 
well.

The independent facility is 
unique, said Billy Martin, senior re-
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search scientist and director of NIAR’s electromagnetic 
effects lab. Martin, who holds five patents, joined NIAR a 
year ago after 25 years with Cessna Aircraft. Only Boe-
ing and Airbus have the same kind of internal capabilities, 
Martin said. “Gulfstream does not. Dassault does not. 
Cessna does not have all the capabilities,” he said. 

NIAR will compete with two other commercial test fa-
cilities in the U.S. for lightning testing.

All aircraft must be certified to withstand strikes to 
ensure that critical equipment continues to function and 
safety is not compromised. 

The Wichita facility, located on the Beech Aircraft cam-
pus, helps customers get their products certified as well.  

“We had a customer out here who has tried for a year 
to get his product certified,” Martin said. “He came to 
NIAR about three months ago. We offered solutions ... He 
instituted those solutions, and he’s back out here. He’ll 
get certification.”  

There are many stories like that, Jonas added. “We re-
ally are experienced aircraft engineers.” 

The research facility performs environmental testing, 
including direct and indirect testing, full aircraft testing, 
radome transmissivity testing, and certification support. 

Its electromagnetic effects lab conducts testing on tem-
perature, altitude, vibration, humidity, operational shocks, 
explosion and water proofness, magnetic effects, radio fre-
quency susceptibility and a host of others. 

Safety Standards

NIAR also is working to establish a common database 
approved by the FAA for use by industry. 

That way if a company wants to use a specific part, such 
as a fastener, it can use the part without further testing 
if its characteristics are within the approved standards. 

 “I don’t have to go test that fastener,” Martin said. “I 
can select it, plug it in and the FAA accepts it.”

The FAA is providing guidance and oversight. Providing 
a standard of safety will reduce costs to the industry and 
make the FAA’s job easier, he said. 

NIAR spent more than a year designing and building the 
generator room, shielded control room with double-metal 
walls and the special equipment needed to simulate the 
currents found in lightning. 

“Everything had to be designed specially,” Jonas said. 
“You can’t go to Lowe’s or KG&E to buy this stuff, not for 
200,000 amps ... We had to make our own wave-shaping 
resisters and wind our own inductors, because most of 
this equipment is not available.” 

Lightning and Composites

As soon as Jonas joined NIAR four years ago, cli-
ents began asking when he would add lightning testing 
capabilities. 

The project was completed with a $250,000 research 
grant from the State of Kansas plus about $50,000 from 
NIAR in additional equipment and about $250,000 in labor.  

The lab is now taking on commercial business. 
When an aircraft gets hit by lightning, most receive a 

nominal strike of 50,000 to 75,000 amps of electric cur-
rent, Jonas said. 

“We design to a 200,000 amp strike, which is deemed 
the most severe, so the airplane will be safe if they get a 
big one,” Jonas said. 

Engineers “zone” the aircraft to see what happens if 
lightning strikes the nose and comes out the tail or the 
nose to the engine, for example. Aircraft have miles of 
wires. They check the wires on those paths.

 Metal aircraft dissipate energy quickly if they’re struck. 
But composite materials don’t transfer that energy as 
fast, Jonas said. 

“It doesn’t like to do that because composites are made 
up of layers,” Martin added. “The current starts flowing 
underneath those layers under pressure. It expands.”

Still, aircraft made from composite materials are safe, 
Jonas said. “That’s why we do this testing,” he said. All air-
craft, metal or composite, must meet the same standards. 

High Energy

NIAR’s specially-designed testing room contains 72 car 
batteries connected in a series, along with other equip-
ment in three individual load banks. When fired together, 
they replicate the wave form of lightning. 

The currents are so strong that sometimes wires slam 
apart and break. “Things are strange at these high energy 
levels,” Jonas said. “There’s a lot of design considerations 
because you are dealing with so much current.”

They must consider a host of issues, such as the gauge, 
separation and placement of the wires. 

In fact, said research engineer Matt Wills, the project’s 
primary designer, “We’ve been happy a lot of times that 
there are walls between us and this generator.” 

While the lab reproduces the currents in lightning, it 
can’t create its voltage at the same time.  

NIAR will work to add a high-voltage test facility this 
year. “We’re hoping it will be somewhere around 1 million 
volts; we’re talking three-foot sparks,” Wills said. 

In indirect effects testing, NIAR engineers look at what 
happens to the systems and electronic equipment on 
board the aircraft after a lightning strike. 

A generator induces the pulses that radiate energy 
through an aircraft. They then measure the currents and 
voltages created on board the aircraft and analyze the 
data to make sure they’re within acceptable standards, 
Martin said. 

Critical flight control systems, displays and other equip-
ment needed to land must not blink, blow out or interfere 
with one another. 

NIAR’s goal is to improve aviation and increase safety.
Flying an airplane is an amazing thing, Martin said.
“It’s probably the most complicated thing that human 

beings build,” he said. “People take it for granted; engineers 
don’t take it for granted. We’re in the safety business.”

– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@aviationweek.com
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Super Bowl XLIX Means Busy  
General Aviation Airports

SAFETY/TRAINING Whatever happens on the football 
field, Super Bowl weekend will mean a blitz of business for 
Phoenix-area airports serving general aviation. 

“We’re expecting a full house,” said Greg Gibson, manager 
of Signature Flight Support, a fixed-base operator at Scotts-
dale Airport in Arizona. “It’s all hands on deck.”

Eight area airports are expected to feel the impact of foot-
ball fans and their crews arriving for the game in corporate jets 
and other private aircraft. None is closer to the action than 
Glendale Municipal Airport, which sits within sight of the Uni-
versity of Phoenix Stadium where the game will be played.

The New England Patriots will battle the Seattle Seahawks 
in Super Bowl XLIX on Feb. 1. “We’re completely full already 
for (Super Bowl) Sunday,” said Carl Brandenburg, operations 
manager for Glendale Aero Services, the airport’s FBO. “How 
we’re dealing with it is, we wish we had more pavement but 
Glendale’s a small airport.”

Wheels Up, a membership-based private aviation company, 
and Textron Aviation are co-hosting a Super Bowl party for 700 
or 800 guests in Scottsdale. 

Traditionally, the Super Bowl is one of the biggest destina-
tions for private aircraft, said Wheels Up founder Kenny Dichter. 
The party, dubbed “Super Saturday Tailgate,” is for Wheels Up 
members and guests. It’s also for those flying in for the game in 
Beechcraft and Cessna aircraft,  Dichter said. “We’re expecting 
a lot of Cessna and Beechcraft owners to show,” he said.

The party is hosted by a dozen sports analysts from Fox 
Sports, ESPN, Access Hollywood, the NFL Network and CBS 
Sports, as well as professional sports players. 

The Glendale airport is not accepting any more arrivals on 
Super Bowl Sunday, but still had slots for planes dropping off 
and picking up passengers on the days before and after the 
game.

The airport has freed up space by moving some aircraft 
usually parked there to vacant space to the south, said Walter 
Fix, the facility’s administrator. That’ll create room for about 75 
to 80 visiting aircraft.

For the Super Bowl, Fix said “we’re getting a lot of the big ones 
so that reduces the total number.” The larger craft include “Global 
Express, quite a few Gulfstreams and all the rest.” 

Fix said the scheduled arrivals, set up under the FAA’s Prior 
Permission Required system, “are very manageable.”

“The departure reservations are the ones that are critical,” 
he said. “We can only do so many. Visualize a thousand extra 
planes in the valley, and the game is over and they want to 
leave.”

Fix noted that the FAA has created special departure routes 
for the area to be used for Sunday and Monday, separate from 
regular commercial routes out of Phoenix’s Sky Harbor Inter-
national Airport. 

Arrival and departure reservations are required at eight 
Phoenix-area airports between Thursday, Jan. 29 and Monday, 
Feb. 2 to help manage the expected heavy departure volume. 
Users must file specific routes.

Commercial airlines have also added dozens of flights to sat-
isfy the demand for Super Bowl travel, most connecting Phoenix 
to the cities where the game’s two teams come from – Seattle 
and Boston. Fix said he’s “hoping for good weather, of course. The 
last time I looked it called for cloudiness.”

Brandenburg said there’s been good coordination among lo-
cal airports, the FAA, the NFL and other parties. He wasn’t at 
the airport in 2008, the last time Glendale hosted the Super 
Bowl, but he’s heard the coordination between the various en-
tities is better.

Brandenburg said the FBO tries to provide “everything we 
can,” but one unknown is how much extra fuel it will need. 
“That’s the $10,000 question,” he said. “The way to put that is, 
everybody who’s got a large transcontinental airplane is flying 
it for this event.”

But those planes may not need to refuel. “I would be happy 
if we could average 400 gallons per airplane.”

In addition to Glendale and Scottsdale, Sky Harbor, Phoenix 
Mesa Gateway, Chandler Municipal, Mesa Falcon Field, Phoenix 
Goodyear and Phoenix Deer Valley airports are expected to be 
busy with general aviation. 

At Scottsdale Airport, Signature was getting ready by bring-
ing in extra employees from its other operations, manager 
Gibson said. “We’re bringing in a lot of people to support it,” he 
said. “That’s kind of one of the benefits of being a bigger op-
eration.” Additional workers are needed for “logistics, servicing 
the aircraft, making sure we take care of the customers and 
VIPs that are coming in, shuttling people back and forth, and 
towing and repositioning aircraft.” Additional fuel trucks will be 
on hand, and the FBO is also planning a party for crewmem-
bers in a hangar, with food, giveaways and – of course – the 
game on big-screen TVs.

– Joe Stumpe, jstumpe@cox.net, and 
– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@aviationweek.com 

Number Of Used Bizjets For Sale 
Declines, Survey Shows

FORECASTS/INDUSTRY DATA The latest monthly survey of 
used business jets available for sale showed an 11% year-
over-year decline in all business jet categories, according to a 
report by Jefferies & Co. analyst Howard Rubel.

From December, the total number of business jets for sale 

declined 3% as well, it said.
The data indicate a continuous improvement in inventory 

levels from the prior year, Rubel wrote in a report to investors.
“The survey was most positive for Cessna, given the 

month-over-month inventory decline,” Rubel said.
The used inventory levels for Cessna business jets for sale 

were down to 5.5% of the active fleet, he said. It’s a level that 
has not been seen since December 2007.
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Textron Aviation To Buy UTC Aerospace 
Systems’ Wichita Site

OEMs / SUPPLIERS Textron Aviation has signed an 
agreement to buy the assets of UTC Aerospace Systems in 
Wichita, a facility that produces furniture for Citation and King 
Air aircraft. 

The Wichita facility designs and manufacture galleys, vani-
ties, high, low and sidewall tables, credenzas, bulkheads, com-
posite panels and window shade assemblies. 

It is also an FAA-certified repair station that provides repair 
and refurbishment services.

The deal is expected to close by Jan. 30, the company said.  
Textron Aviation declined to release the purchase price. 

UTC Aerospace employees were told of the sale in a Jan. 21 
meeting. 

Textron Aviation will continue to operate from UTC Aero-
space’s current location in Wichita, spokeswoman Nicole Alex-

ander said in an email. Most of the employees will be retained 
by Textron and a small team will remain with UTC. Some em-
ployees will be laid off as a result of the sale.

The purchase gives Textron Aviation a new capability for its 
Beechcraft and Cessna brands, Alexander said.

“The acquisition of this team and site will enhance Textron 
Aviation’s ability to ensure high quality and on-time delivery 
of a critical customer touch point – aircraft interiors,” Alexan-
der said. “The acquisition supports Textron Aviation’s growth 
and investment strategy to meet customer needs and provide 
world-class products and services.”

The business has gone through several changes over the 
years.  

It began in 1952 as Precision Pattern in Wichita. A sister 
company, PCI Composites, was founded in 1978. Both were 
sold to DeCrane Aerospace in 1998. DeCrane sold the business 
to Goodrich Corp. in 2010. And in 2012, United Technologies 
closed on the acquisition of Goodrich. 

– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@aviationweek.com 

For Bombardier, inventory levels for Challenger aircraft 
also improved.

Demand for new business jets is stimulated by the condi-
tions of the used market. New orders tend to increase as the 
number of used airplanes for sale declines and residual values 
increase. Inventory within the used market has steadily been 
absorbed, Rubel wrote. For this month, the number of used 
business jets on the market totaled 1,817, or 8.9% of the 
available fleet. That’s down from 9.2% in December and from 
10.2% in January 2014.

By category, the number of used heavy business jets on 
the market totaled 8.1%, down from 8.3% in December. And 
the total number of medium and light jets for sale totaled 
9.2% of the available fleet in January, down from 9.7% and 
9.4% respectively from the previous month.

For this month, all business jet manufacturers, with the 
exception of Gulfstream, saw an improvement in inventory 
levels of in-production aircraft from the same time a year 
ago, the report said.

Cessna and Dassault showed the steepest year-over-year 

decline in the inventory levels for sale.
The Bombardier 850, at 28%, and Gulfstream 300, at 

15.4%, have the highest proportion of used aircraft up for 
sale, the survey showed. 

The average selling price of used aircraft was $13.7 million 
this month, compared to $14.6 million in the same month a 
year ago.

All manufacturers saw a decline in selling prices, except for 
Cessna, where used list prices increased 1% year-over-year. 
The improvement was driven by prices of the Citation X and 
XLS models, the report said.

Bombardier had the steepest decline in residual value 
of its used jets for sale, with average list prices down 14% 
year-over-year, it said. Declines by other manufacturers were 
more moderate.

“The survey seemed to underscore that efforts by Bom-
bardier to stimulate sales through extreme price discount-
ing appear to have damaged residual values,” Rubel wrote. 
“Declines at other OEMs, [original equipment manufacturers] 
ranged from 3% to 8%.”

– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@aviationweek.com

Nextant Aerospace Completes 
First G90XT Flight

OPERATIONS Nextant Aerospace completed the 
successful first flight of its G90XT, a remanufactured King Air 
C90A, and has formally begun the flight test program, the 
company said.

Nextant Aerospace, a Directional Aviation Capital company 
based in Cleveland, announced the program 12 months ago. 
The flight test program is expected to last about six weeks.

The company is on schedule for certification in the second 
quarter of this year, it said. Deliveries of production aircraft will 

follow immediately.
 “This is an exciting day for the team at Nextant and our 

customer base,” Nextant President and CEO Sean McGeough 
said in a statement. “We have great expectations for this air-
craft and believe the new technology that it offers will be ap-
pealing to this market segment.”

The G90XT includes several technology enhancements, 
including new GE H75 engines, a Garmin G1000 cockpit, 
electronic engine control with exceedance protection, single-
lever power control technology for simplified operations and 
reduced pilot workload, digital pressurization, new dual-zone 

BIZJETS, FROM P. 3 
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LMI Aerospace Restructures 
Aerostructures Business

OEMs / SUPPLIERS LMI Aerospace, based in St. Louis, is re-
structuring the organization of its aerostructure segment and 
establishing new leadership positions. 

It’s part of LMI’s revised strategy to organize its plant op-
erations in the segment into three Centers of Excellence, in-
cluding assembly, machining and fabrication and composites. 

LMI operates 18 facilities in its aerostructures segment. 
Organizing them under three Centers of Excellence allows 

the company to streamline its internal processes and imple-
ment best practices, Joe DeMartino, LMI chief operating of-
ficer of aerostructures, said in a statement. 

“We believe this new structure will increase organizational 
clarity and provide better services to our customers, improv-
ing both our overall performance as well as our competitive 
posture,” DeMartino said. 

Each center will be led by a vice president and general 

manager who will report to the COO. 
To that end, LMI promoted Scott Underwood and David 

Fillmore to vice president and general manager. Underwood 
will lead the machining center and Fillmore will lead the fabri-
cation and composites business. 

LMI also added Keith Schrader to the company as vice 
president and general manager of assembly. 

Underwood joined LMI as part of the company’s 2012 ac-
quisition of Valent Aerostructures, where he served as direc-
tor of program management. Fillmore joined the company 
in 2013 as director of processing after serving as director of 
Spirit AeroSystems’ G650 program. Schrader most recently 
was with GKN Aerospace, where he served as vice president 
of programs. 

LMI is a supplier of aerostructures, engineering services 
and structural testing to the commercial, business, regional 
and military aerospace industries. 

The company operates 27 locations across the U.S. and in 
England, Australia, Mexico and Sri Lanka. 

– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@aviationweek.com

FAA Master Guidance Library 
Progressing, But Still ‘Several Years Off’

REGULATORY/LEGISLATIVE FAA is close to rolling out a beta 
version of its master guidance database, but an agency ex-
ecutive cautions that industry likely won’t have access to the 
much-sought-after reference tool for several more years.

Testifying at a House of Representatives Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee hearing on Jan. 20, FAA Di-
rector of Aircraft Certification Services Dorenda Baker said a 
“proof of concept” of the single source for all guidance is be-
ing reviewed by top agency executives. Assuming they sign 
off and funding for the full project is approved, a beta version 
could roll out soon for internal testing. Even without any un-
foreseen delays, Baker says it will likely be “a couple of years” 
before the tool is rolled out for industry use.

The guidance database is FAA’s top priority among six ini-
tiatives it has adopted in an effort to bring more consistency 
to regulatory interpretation. The initiatives are based upon 
recommendations made by an aviation rulemaking commit-
tee (ARC) formed to study the issue. The ARC’s final report 
was delivered to FAA in November 2012.

The database will combine 21 separate guidance docu-
ment repositories or libraries. FAA is reviewing each one in 
an attempt to weed out overlapping, conflicting or obsolete 
guidance. 

In some cases, relevant documents—such as opinions is-
sued by FAA’s Office of the Chief Counsel prior to 1990—are 
not available in an online database, further adding to indus-
try’s challenge in using existing resources to help understand 
the regulations.

When the database is complete, it will link all guidance both 
by regulatory reference—which the ARC recommended—as 
well as by general subject, Baker says.

FAA this week made public its detailed “implementation 
plan” for tackling all six ARC recommendations. Work on 
two—improved rulemaking procedures and establishment of 
a full-time “Regulatory Operations Communications Center” 
to support both industry and FAA personnel—is done. The 
target date for two more—instructions for FAA personnel who 
develop policy and review training for certain FAA person-
nel—is scheduled to wrap up this year. Work on the final rec-
ommendation, creating a Regulatory Consistency Communi-
cations Board, will continue into 2016, the plan says.

—Sean Broderick, sean.broderick@aviationwee.com

air conditioning for enhanced ground cooling in warm operat-
ing environments and a significant interior upgrade, the com-
pany said.

“We spent several months with existing King Air operators 
during our feasibility studies trying to understand what types 
of enhancements would significantly improve their ownership 
experience,” McGeough said. “We listened carefully and be-
lieve we are delivering a product that will have a large impact 
within this market segment.”

The increased power was noticeable during the takeoff run, 
Nathan Marker, chief test pilot and vice president of flight op-
erations, said in a statement. “I was also impressed by the 
lower noise levels in the cockpit,” Marker said. “The change in 
position of the propellers relative to  the fuselage combined 
with the new engine makes for a much quieter and more com-
fortable flight experience for passengers.”

The company will take the next several weeks to run the 
aircraft through a full test flight envelope, he said.

– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@aviationweek.com
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Industry Opposes FAA ‘Approval’ Rule 
For Voluntary Repair Station Closures

REGULATORY/LEGISLATIVE Ten aviation trade associations 
have petitioned FAA to wipe out a recently enacted rule 
change that took away a repair station’s ability to voluntarily 
surrender its agency-approved certificate without FAA 
approval.

The change, which the association say is a unique re-
quirement among all agency-issued certificates, was put in 
place as part of FAA’s update to its Part 145 rules for re-
pair stations published late last year. FAA, responding to a 
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) recommenda-
tion, inserted the requirement that it must accept repair-
station certificates being voluntarily offered for cancellation. 
NTSB urged FAA to issue a rule that would prevent individu-
als linked to a previously revoked repair station certificate 
from continuing to operate under a new certificate.

In the rule’s preamble, the agency reasons that the new 
language “will prevent a repair station under investigation 
from attempting to circumvent a possible enforcement ac-
tion.” But the associations argue that FAA’s rules allow it to 
deny new certificates to applicants with key staff linked to 
the reasons behind a certificate being revoked or “in the 
process of being revoked.”

Surrendering a certificate being investigated for pos-

sible revocation doesn’t remove FAA’s ability to discipline 
individuals involved, even if the certificate is handed over, 
the associations argue. However, preventing a certificate 
from being voluntarily handed over could create real-
world business challenges that do nothing to enhance 
safety, they argue.

For instance, a repair station that has decided to surrender 
its certificate and close its doors may not be able to sell off 
assets—normally a business issue, not a safety issue—if FAA 
has not formally accepted the facility’s decision.

“Unlike any other certificate holder, this language re-
moved the ability of a repair station to surrender its cer-
tificate without agency approval and affirmative action,” the 
petitioners argue. “This change ignores the longstanding 
practice urging surrender of certificates that are in the pro-
cess of being revoked to prevent further potential unsafe 
practices.”

The associations have asked FAA to remove the language 
from the rule.

The petitioners are the Aeronautical Repair Station As-
sociation, Aerospace Industries Association, Aircraft Elec-
tronics Association, Aviation Suppliers Association, General 
Aviation Manufacturers Association, Helicopter Association 
International, Modification and Replacement Parts Associa-
tion, National Air Carrier Association, National Air Transpor-
tation Association and Regional Airline Association.

—Sean Broderick, sean.broderick@aviationweek.com

Larsen To Remain Top Democrat On 
House Aviation Panel

IN WASHINGTON Rep. Rick Larsen (D-Wash.) will re-
main the top Democrat on aviation issues on the House 
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee after a vote 
by colleagues. 

Larsen will keep his position as the top ranking member 
on the Aviation Subcommittee, which has jurisdiction over 
all aspects of civil aviation. “The Aviation Subcommittee will 
be writing legislation this year to update and make changes 
to our federal aviation programs, and the bill will need to ad-
dress several challenging issues,” Larsen said in a statement. 

For example, on Jan. 21 the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee held a hearing about how the FAA 
reviews and approves aviation products and processes. 

“As part of the aviation bill, Congress needs to encour-
age the FAA to improve its certification processes, while 
maintaining the highest level of safety,” he said. 

In addition, the FAA is making progress toward open-
ing parts of the national airspace for unmanned aircraft 
systems. And the subcommittee must keep those efforts 
moving forward with safety as the top goal, Larsen said. 

“We also must maintain focus on the timely implemen-
tation of NextGen air traffic management to facilitate saf-
er, more efficient air travel,” he said. 

– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@aviationweek.com

NATA, A3P Launch Emergency 
Response System 

SERVICES/TRAINING The National Air Transportation Asso-
ciation and A3P Technologies have introduced an emer-
gency response system that lets aviation businesses 
prepare for and respond to emergency situations effec-
tively, the organizations said. 

The digital system is called the Safety 1st Digital Emer-
gency Response System.

It uses a business’s existing or custom developed emer-
gency response plan and makes contact lists, emergency 
checklists and enhanced communication tools available 

through smartphones, tablets and personal computers. 
“At its core, emergency preparedness is about plan-

ning for what could be the worst day of your life,” NATA 
president and CEO Thomas Hendricks said in a statement. 
“Digital Emergency Response System will serve as a vital 
tool for aviation businesses to respond effectively to un-
foreseen accidents.”

The system can be customized for any type of aviation 
business. It provides automated text, email and voice no-
tifications to key staff members in the event of an emer-
gency. It also acts as a digital command center for coor-
dinating response. 

– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@aviationweek.com 
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Sens. Boozman, Manchin To Lead 
General Aviation Caucus 

IN WASHINGTON U.S. Sens. John Boozman (R-Ar-
kansas) and Joe Manchin (D-West Virginia) will co-chair 
the General Aviation Caucus in the 114th Congress. 

Boozman and Manchin will work to recruit members to 
the caucus and guide the organization. 

They will work to inform Senate colleagues about the 
important contributions of general aviation to the nation’s 
economy and to the transportation system, they said in a 
statement. 

The Caucus had 41 members in the 113th Congress. 
It holds educational sessions and other events for sen-
ators and their staffs about general aviation and its 
contributions. 

The General Aviation Manufacturers Association wel-
comed the announcement.

“GAMA is extremely pleased that Senators Boozman 

and Manchin have taken on this important role in the new 
Congress,” GAMA President and CEO Pete Bunce said in a 
statement. 

Boozman has been a strong advocate for general avia-
tion in the past, including introducing the third-class med-
ical bill last year and working closely with Arkansas manu-
facturers, Bunce said. 

Manchin, meanwhile, is an aviator who understands the 
opportunities and challenges faced by the industry, Bunce 
said. 

General aviation generates more than $150 billion a 
year, supports more than 1.3 million jobs and more than 
5,000 airports from which they operate, Boozman and 
Manchin said in a release. 

General aviation is defined as non-military flying, ex-
cept for passenger airline service. 

Democrat Mark Begich of Alaska and Republican Mike 
Johanns of Nebraska co-chaired the caucus in the 113th 
Congress but are no longer serve in the Senate. 

– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@penton.com

Daher-Socata Sets Delivery Record  
In 2014

OEMs / SUPPLIERS Daher-Socata of Tarbes, France, 
turned in its best year for sales contracts and the second 
best year of deliveries for the TBM turboprop aircraft.

The company delivered 51 new TBM 900s last year, a 
27% increase from the year before.

It also took orders for 64 aircraft last year, setting a 
record for sales volume.

Daher-Socata said its used market has also been ac-
tive. Counting used sales, the company handled 150 air-
craft transactions in 2014.

The robust activity followed Daher-Socata’s introduc-
tion of the TBM 900 turboprop model in March.

The majority of orders last year, 78%, were from U.S. 
and Canadian customers. New business also came from 
other regions, including South America at 10%, Europe at 
8% and the Asia-Pacific at 4%.

“Our decision to develop the TBM 900 was confirmed 
by the praise from customers and the media, who have 
described it as a ‘remarkable aircraft,’” Stephane Mayer, 
Daher-Socata’s president and CEO, said in a statement. 
“This is a great success for Daher-Socata’s teams and our 
global network, and I am pleased to be part of it.”

The TBM 900 is the result of a three-year development 
program. To date, the company has delivered 713 TBM-
series aircraft, a fleet that has accumulated more than 1.2 
million flight hours.

– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@aviationweek.com

Diamond Aircraft’s DA-50-JP7 
Makes First Flight

OEMs / SUPPLIERS Diamond Aircraft’s DA50-JP7 sin-
gle-engine turboprop made its first flight on Jan. 19, the 
company announced. 

The concept was unveiled in April 2013.
The aircraft, powered by a turbine engine, made the 

first flight in Wiener Neustadt, Austria, where Diamond 
Aircraft is headquartered. Certification is expected in 
mid-to-late 2016. 

The aircraft has room for up to seven passengers and 
will be manufactured in two versions. 

One is a Tundra variant with big wheels and rugged 
landing gear suited for uneven strips and rough terrain. 

The other is for training and customers wanting high per-
formance, the company said. 

The DA50-JP7 is suited for harsh climates with tem-
peratures ranging from minus 50C to plus 50C, it said. 

The 465 horsepower Al-450S turbine engine is built 
by Motor Sich JSC in the Ukraine in collaboration with 
Ivchenko Progress. 

The engine has a 20% lower fuel burn than other simi-
lar turbine engines, the company said. The aircraft also 
has dual electronic controls and a mechanical backup sys-
tem (Dual FADEC). The engine starts with the push of a 
button. 

After certification, the DA-50-JP7 will be built in Wiener 
Neustadt. 

– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@aviationweek.com
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BUSINESS AVIATION BRIEFS

Duncan Aviation has received a renewal from the India office 
of the Director General of Civil Aviation as an approved aircraft 
maintenance organization. The approval is for its Lincoln, Ne-
braska maintenance, repair and overhaul facility. The certifi-
cate is good through Dec. 31 of this year. Duncan continues to 
evaluate its certifications and communicates with customers 
and prospects worldwide to secure new and maintain current 
certifications when it makes sense to do so, a company official 
said in a statement. 

Jet Aviation Dubai has received European Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA) Part 145 approval to provide line mainte-
nance for Gulfstream G650 business jets, the company said. 
The facility is an authorized service center for Gulfstream 
aircraft and Rolls-Royce BR725 series engines that power it. 
The move is significant to Gulfstream owners and operators 
flying in the Middle East, it said. 

Garmin announced two rebate programs for as much as 
$50,000 for King Air G1000 upgrades, the Olathe, Kansas-
based company said. King Air aircraft with a factory installed 
Pro Line 21 avionics system may be eligible for a $50,000 
customer-direct rebate. Other King Air customers may be 
eligible for a $25,000 customer-direct rebate, the company 
said. The rebate program runs through May 29 and is valid for 
G1000 upgrades to the King Air C90, King Air 200 and B200 
and King Air 300. In addition to the G1000 upgrade, King Air 
B200 and 300 series aircraft owners must also buy the Plati-
num or Platinum Plus package to qualify for the rebates. 

Sabreliner Aviation is extending its warranty on all air-
craft painted at its Perryville, Missouri, location from one 
year to four, the company said. Ensuring operators’ air-
craft are protected at no additional cost means more flex-

ibility and profits for them, Sabreliner Aviation President 
Greg Fedele said in a release. The warranty is one of many 
changes planned for the months ahead, he said. Sabreliner 
has the capability to design and paint traditional and ex-
otic paint schemes for aircraft the size of a Falcon 7X and 
smaller, it said.

The International Bureau of Aviation (IBA) has added four 
analysts to supplement its specialist team as the organization 
increases its professional resources to meet growing demand, 
it said. “The growth in engine finance and leasing, helicopter 
advisory services and general commercial aircraft appraisal 
requirements from our clients led us to start a recruitment 
campaign late last year,” IBA Commercial Director Owen Geach 
said in a statement. The new analysts include Avni Patel, a for-
mer Cessna regional sales manager in Wichita; Youcef Berour 
Minarro, formerly a flight data analyst and engineer at Ametek 
Muirhead Avionics; David Archer, formerly quality control engi-
neer at GE Aviation Services; and George Lipington, formerly 
an airfield operations officer at London City Airport. 

Air Charter Service, an aircraft charter company, an-
nounced plans to spend about $15 million over the next 
five years to advance its charter booking technology and 
online presence, the company announced. It is revamping 
and redesigning its websites and increasing their functions, 
developing customer information portals. The change will 
be released in the spring. The need to invest is greater than 
ever, the company said. “To cover the divisions in each of our 
18 offices and the 50,000 aircraft that we have access to, 
we already have many websites around the world in multiple 
languages – each tailored to the local marketplace and cul-
ture,” it said. Each office has a custom-made charter book-
ings platform. 

Gulfstream Brazil Receives 
Part 145 Approval

OEMs / SUPPLIERS Gulfstream Aerospace’s service 
center in Sorocaba, Brazil, recently received Part 145 ap-
proval from the FAA, the company announced. 

The approval allows Gulfstream Brazil technicians to 
perform maintenance on most U.S.-registered Gulfstream 
aircraft models. 

“Many of our U.S.-based customers travel to Brazil to 
conduct business,” Mark Burns, president of Gulfstream 

Product Support, said in a statement. “We are pleased to 
add to our service capabilities to meet their needs.”

The FAA approval covers Gulfstream’s GV series, in-
cluding the G550; and the GIV series, including the G450, 
G200, G150, G100 and GIII. 

Approval for the new G650 and G280 is expected later 
this year. Gulfstream Brazil is located at the Bertram Luiz 
Leupolz Airport about 56 mi. from downtown Sao Paulo.

The facility began operations there in 2012. The site 
includes a 34,768 sq.-ft. hangar and a parts warehouse 
with more than $8 million in inventory.

– Molly McMillin, molly.mcmillin@aviationweek.com 

February 2-3, 2015 Dubai World Trade Centre •  Dubai, UAE
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ness information (MCAI) disclosed by the Japan Civil Aviation 
Bureau, which found evidence of stress-corrosion cracking 
in the flanges of the airframes at stations 4610 and 5605. 
FAA estimates this AD affects 119 products on the U.S. reg-
istry, with an FAA-estimated cost of basic compliance for all 
U.S. operators at $1,011,500 or $8,500 per aircraft product. 
FAA estimates follow-on costs based on inspection results 
to be $50,780 for parts and labor. This AD takes effect on 
Feb. 26, 2015. For more information, contact Kenneth A. 
Cook, Aerospace Engineer, FAA, Fort Worth Airplane Certifi-
cation Office (ACO), 2601 Meacham Blvd., Fort Worth, Texas 
76137; phone: 817-222-5475; fax: 817-222-5960; email: 
Kenneth.A.Cook@faa.gov.

BOMBARDIER INC. Dash 8, Model DHC-8-400 series air-
planes [Docket No. FAA-2014-1050; Directorate Identifier 
2014-NM-123-AD] – proposes to adopt a new airworthiness 
directive (AD) that would require installation of new cable 
assemblies with a pull-down resistor for certain Bombar-
dier Inc. Model DHC-8-400 series aircraft. FAA’s proposal of 
this AD was prompted by mandatory continuing airworthi-
ness information (MCAI) released by Transport Canada Civil 
Aviation, which was alerted to an in-service report of an un-
commanded and unannunciated nose-wheel steering during 
the aircraft’s pushback from the gate. FAA is proposing this 
AD to prevent a possible runway excursion that may result 
from uncommanded nose-wheel steering during takeoff or 
landing in the event of an open circuit in the steering sys-
tem. FAA estimates this proposed AD would affect 81 air-
craft on the U.S. registry. FAA estimates total cost of compli-
ance with basic requirements of this AD for U.S. operators 
to be $247,131 or $3,051 per aircraft for parts and labor. 
FAA will accept comments on this proposed AD until March 
9, 2015. Send comments to the federal eRulemaking portal 
at http://www.regulations.gov or mail to U.S. Department 
of Transportation, Docket  Operations, M-30, West Building 
Ground Floor, Room W12-140, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE., 
Washington, D.C. 20590. For more information, contact As-
sata Dessaline, Aerospace Engineer,  Avionics and Services 
Branch, ANE-172, FAA, New York Aircraft  Certification Of-
fice (ACO), 1600 Stewart Avenue, Suite 410, Westbury, New 
York, 11590; phone: 516-228-7301; fax: 517-794-5531. 
Reference docket number.

DASSAULT AVIATION Model FAN JET FALCON and FAN JET 
FALCON SERIES C, D, E, F and F airplanes [Docket No. 
FAA-2014-0626; Directorate Identifier 2014-NM-017-AD; 
Amendment 39-18058; AD 2014-26-07] – adopts a new air-
worthiness directive (AD) requiring the revision of the main-
tenance or inspection program, as applicable, to incorporate 
a new airworthiness limitation section for all Dassault Avia-
tion FAN JET FALCON and FAN JET FALCON SERIES C, D, E, F, 
and G airplanes. FAA’s issuance of this new AD was prompted 
by Dassault Aviation’s issuance of F20 AMM chapter 5-40 
revision 15, which requires checking of the overpressure 
tightness on pressurization control regulation valves and the 
checking of overpressure relief valve vacuum supply lines. 
Failure to comply with F20 AMM chapter 5-40 revision 15 
may result in reduced structural integrity of the aircraft, an 
unsafe condition. FAA estimates this new AD affects 168 air-
craft on the U.S. registry, and FAA estimates the total cost 
of basic compliance with this AD for all U.S. operators to 
be $14,280 for labor, or $85 per product. This AD becomes 
effective Feb. 25, 2015. For more information, contact Tom 
Rodriguez, Aerospace Engineer, International Branch, ANM-
116, Transport Airplane Directorate, FAA, 1601 Lind Avenue 
SW., Renton, Washington, 98057-3356; phone 425-227-
1137; fax 425-227-1149.

ATR—GIE Avions de Transport Regional Model ATR42-500 
and ATR72-212A airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2014-0530; 
Directorate Identifier 2014-NM-062-AD; Amendment 39-
18057; AD 2014-26-06] – adopts a new airworthiness di-
rective (AD) to require detailed inspection for damage of 
incorrect routing of the bond lead above the 120VU shelf, 
and to repair damage and modify the bonding lead rout-
ing if incorrect routing is found. FAA is issuing this new AD 
to detect and correct the installation of the bonding lead, 
which if left uncorrected could result in an uncontrolled fire 
as a result of arcing and chafing. FAA’s release of this new 
AD was prompted by mandatory continuing airworthiness in-
formation (MCAI) reported by the European Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA), which reported that during inspection of the 
aircraft on the production line, interference was detected be-
tween the electrical harness and bonding lead because of 
incorrect installation of the bonding lead. FAA estimates this 
AD affects five airplanes on the U.S. registry, with an esti-
mated basic cost of compliance for all U.S. operators to be 
$850 for labor, or $170 per product. FAA also estimates that 
any follow-on costs for labor as a result of inspection to be 
$170 per product. This AD enters into effect on Feb. 25, 
2015. For more information, contact Tom Rodriguez, Aero-
space Engineer, International Branch, ANM-116, Transport 
Airplane Directorate, FAA, 1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton, 
Washington, 98057-3356; phone 425-227-1137; fax 425-
227-1149.

MITSUBISHI HEAVY INDUSTRIES, LTD  Models MU-2B-30, 
MU-2B-35, MU-2B-36, MU-2B-36A, and MU-2B-60 airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2014-0108; Directorate Identifier 2013-CE-
052-AD; Amendment 39-18063; AD 2015-01-02] – adopts a 
new airworthiness directive (AD) requiring actions to address 
an unsafe condition found on an aviation product utilized in 
MHI model MU-2B-30, MU-2B-35, MU-2B-36, MU-2B-36A, 
and MU-2B-60 airplanes. FAA is issuing this AD to detect and 
correct structural cracks in the airframe flanges, which could 
lead to reduced structural integrity of the aircraft. This new 
AD requires inspection of the side and lower frames at frame 
stations 4610 and 5605, and frame replacement and repair 
should cracks and corrosion be found. FAA’s release of this 
new AD was prompted by of mandatory continuing airworthi-
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Derek Clarke has been appointed manager of customer service at Field Aviation, 
based at Toronto Pearson airport in Toronto. In his role, Clarke will be responsible for 
Field Aviation’s customer support activities and interface with original equipment man-
ufacturers, aircraft operators, equipment vendors and regulatory authorities. Clarke 
has 20 years of experience in customer management and support, technical sales 
and marketing, aircraft development programs, equipment vendors and regulatory 
authorities. Field Aviation is a modification and manufacturing center.

Brett Lambert has been appointed vice president of corporate strategy at Northrop 
Grumman Corp. He will report to Mark Caylor, corporate vice president of Enterprise 
Services and chief strategy officer. He replaces Stanley Szemborski, who has retired.

Rick Trusis has been named Gulfstream Aerospace’s vice president of mid-cabin 
programs. He reports to Dan Nale, senior vice president of programs, engineering 
and test. In his role, Trusis is responsible for overseeing all activities related to Gulf-
stream’s mid-cabin aircraft, including the Gulfstream G150 and G280 programs. He 
joined Gulfstream 14 years ago and has served as director of airworthiness and cer-
tification, overseeing certification and continued operational safety activities. Trusis 
played a key role in the certification programs for the G150, G280, G450, G550 and 
G650. Before joining Gulfstream, Trusis was airworthiness and certification manager 
for Lockheed Martin Aeronautical Systems.

Jennifer Alfaro is joining LMI Aerospace as the company’s chief human resource of-
ficer, effective Feb. 2. In her role, Alfaro will be responsible for all human resources 
initiatives throughout the company, Most recently, she served as vice president of hu-
man resources for Aerospace Solutions Division of KLX. She also spent 11 years with 
Goodrich Corp., now a part of United Technologies, in human resources. 

Krisstie Kondrotis has joined Spirit AeroSystems in Wichita as senior vice president of 
business development. Kondrotis will be responsible for global marketing and expand-
ing business relationships in commercial and defense areas. She has served in top-level 
business development and strategy roles at Lockheed Martin, General Dynamics and 
most recently, with Northrop Grumman. In her 27-year career, Kondrotis has been 
responsible for business management, systems engineering, strategy and acquisition 
management that spanned various segments of the aerospace and defense industry. 
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Feb. 1-3—Routes Americas, San Salvador, El Salvador, www.routesonline.com/
events/166/routes-americas-2014/

Feb. 2-3—MRO Middle East, Dubai World Trade Center, Dubai, UAE, www.aviationweek.
com/events

Feb. 3-6—National Business Aviation Association Schedulers and Dispatchers Confer-
ence, San Jose, California, www.nbaa.org/events/sdc/2015/

Feb. 11-14—Lawyer-Pilots Bar Association (LPBA) Winter 2015 Meeting, Sunscape Sa-
bor Resort, Cozumel, Island, Mexico, www.lpba.org/UpcomingMeetings.htm#

Feb. 16-18—Flightglobal - Loyalty 2015, Istanbul, Turkey, www.flightglobalevents.com/
Loyalty2015

Feb. 18-22—Bangalore Airshow, Beumpet Airport, India, http://hellobangalore.biz/
things-to-do/bangalore-air-show-18-22-february-2015-yelahanka-yl-area-north-banga-
lore-1246.php

Feb. 20—Society of Experimental Test Pilots Eighth Annual Southeast Section Sympo-
sium, Eglin AFB, Florida, www.setp.org/symposium/meetings/southeast

Feb. 24-Mar. 1—Avalon 2015, Australian International Airshow and Aerospace & De-
fense Exposition, www.airshow.com.au/airshow2015/index.asp

Feb. 25—ATW Annual Airline Industry Achievement Awards, Omni Shoreham Hotel, 
Washington, D.C., www.atwonline.com/atwairline-industry-achievement-awards

Feb. 25-27—Legal Symposium 2015, The Conrad Seoul, Seoul, South Korea www.iata.
org/events/Pages/legal-symposium.aspx

Mar. 1-3—Business Aircraft Finance, Registration & Legal Conference, Bonita Springs, 
Florida, www.nbaa.org/events/date/

CALENDAR
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Finalists Announced for the 58th Annual Laureate 
Awards. Join us to celebrate the winners!  
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Civil Aviation
• Airbus A350 program head Didier Evrard, for rigorous execution 

of the certification program for the new widebody airliner
• Boeing 787-9 program, for the first application of drag-reducing 

hybrid laminar flow control in a production commercial airliner
• The Federal Aviation Administration, for the Houston metroplex 

airspace redesign, in collaboration with the National Air Traffic 
Controllers Association, Mitre Corp. and other aviation stakeholders

• Southwest Airlines Chairman, President and CEO Gary Kelley,  
for AirTran integration and moves to grow business traffic and 
international expansion

Defense
• BAE Systems, for fully stealthy test flights of the UK’s Taranis  

unmanned combat-aircraft demonstrator
• Northrop Grumman, for the highly automated assembly line  

producing center fuselages for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter
• U.S. Army and Boeing, for successful live-fire trials of the High 

Energy Laser Mobile Demonstrator
• U.S. Ground-Based Missile Defense team, for overcoming a  

complex problem preventing ballistic missile intercepts in the 
Ground-based Missile Defense system

Space
• European Space Agency, for the Rosetta mission to rendezvous 

with and enter orbit around a comet for the first time
• European Union, for launch of the first dedicated satellite for the 

Copernicus Earth observation and environmental monitoring 
mission

• Indian Space Research Organization, for reaching Mars on its first 
attempt with the Mars Orbiter Mission, at a fraction of the cost of 
previous missions

• NanoRacks CEO Jeff Manber, for turning a commercial toehold on 
the International Space Station into a growing business

Business Aviation
• Robert Bass, for his continued financial backing of efforts by  

Aerion to develop a supersonic business jet
• Embraer, for certification of the Legacy 500, an all-new mid-size 

business jet and its first fully fly-by-wire aircraft
• Nextant Aerospace, for bringing new technology to business  

aviation at less cost by remanufacturing business aircraft
• Pilatus Aircraft CEO Oscar Schwenk, for launching the PC-24 jet in 

the same versatile mold as the successful PC-12 turboprop

Technology
• GE Aviation head of additive-manufacturing strategy Greg Morris, 

for transition of the new technology into production engines
• Mitre Corp., for developing a ground-based sense-and-avoid system 

enabling unmanned-aircraft operations in civil airspace, working 
with the U.S. Air Force and others

• Rockwell Collins, for the MultiScan ThreatTrack radar with  
enhanced weather hazard detection to increase safety and improve 
ride quality for passengers and crew

• U.S. Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division and Qinetiq, 
for the Magic Carpet flight control and guidance technology that 
makes aircraft-carrier approaches easier

Innovation
• AHRLAC Holdings, for development of the first fully indigenous 

African-designed and -built military aircraft
• Raytheon and Saab, for their different approaches to bringing 

gallium nitride power electronics to military radar and  
electronic-warfare systems

• Rockwell Collins, for expansion of its Pro Line Fusion civil avionics 
system into military aircraft and unmanned aerial systems

• Textron, for business innovation, led by private-venture  
development of the Textron AirLand Scorpion military jet

Lifetime Achievement Awards will be presented to:
• John Leahy, Airbus Chief Operating Officer – Customers
• David Thompson, Chairman and CEO of Orbital Sciences


